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Bureau of the Mint, 



C &. J _ A ugust :15th. o 


Mark H. Cobb, Esq.., 

Chief Clerk, U. S. Mint, 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Dear Mr. Cobb: 

I wish you would prepare for me a statement somewhat similar to 
the one on page 24 of the Regulations, showing the space required for 
the storage of silver bars of different sizes, say from 1200 ounces 
to 2400 ounces, based on actual storage results. 

In a ‘communication which I had the honor to address to Mr. Walker, 
a member of the Conference Committee on the silver bill, on the 5th of 
last month, relative to the space required to store 54 , 000,000 ounces 
ln^bars, I stated that if they were packed so11d_It would take 5,653 
cubic feet. 

That estimate was verified by the Supervising Architect of the 
Treasury, and while we differed a few hundred feet we agreed substan¬ 
tially as to the space required. 

Of course in practice, in storing bars of various sizes it would 
require more space, 8nd I would like to have a table prepared showing 




2,- M.H.C. 


the storage room required for different sized silver bars. 

In the .communication to Mr. Walker referred to, the Supervising 
Architect gave the -cubic 'Contents of the two new vaults In your Bint 
as follows: 11 , 020 'cubic feet in the vault in the ibasement; 7,708 
'cubic feet for the one In the first story; a total of 18,828 cubic 
feet, while the capacity of the four old vaults in your Bint aggregated 
7,314 cubic feet. 

According to this statement your mint has a storage capacity of 
between four and five years’ purchases of silver bullion under the 
new law. I took occasion, however, to explain, in presenting the re¬ 
port of the Supervising Architect, that the vaults referred to were 
already nearly filled with silver dollars and other coin. 

I would like to know also what storage capacity you have for sil¬ 
ver bars 'purchased under the new act/prov idej I shoulo fill the large 
vault with silver dollars in addition to ihafalready there under seal. 
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[RG104 E-l Box 164] 

[Abstract:] Requests a statement (similar to on Page 24. Regulations.) showing 
space required for storage of silver bars of different sizes. &c. 

Treasury Department, 

Bureau of the Mint, 

Washington, D.C., August 15 th , 1890. 

Mark H. Cobb, Esq., 

Chief Clerk, U.S. Mint, 

Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Mr. Cobb: 

I wish you would prepare for me a statement somewhat similar to the one 
on page 24 of the Regulations, showing the space required for the storage of 
silver bars of different sizes, say from 1200 ounces to 2400 ounces, based on 
actual storage results. 

In communication which I had the honor to address to Mr. Walker, a 
member of the Conference Committee on the silver bill, on the 5 th of last month, 
relative to the space required to store 54,000,000 ounces in silver bars, I stated 
that if they were packed solid it would take 5,653 cubic feet. 

That estimate was verified by the Supervision Architect of the Treasury, and 
while we differed a few hundred feet we agreed substantially as to the space 
required. 

Of course in practice, in storing bars of various sizes it would require more 
space, and I would like to have a table prepared showing 
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the storage room required for different sized silver bars. 

In the communication to Mr. Walker referred to, the Supervising Architect 
gave the cubic contents of the two new vaults in your mint as follows: 11,020 
cubic feet in the vault in the basement: 7,708 cubic feet for the one in the first 
store; a total of 18,828 cubic feet, while the capacity of the four old vaults in your 
mint aggregated 7,314 cubic feet. 

According to this statement your mint has a storage capacity of between 
four and five years' purchases of silver bullion under the new law. I took occasion, 



however, to explain, in presenting the report of the Supervising Architect, that the 
vaults referred to were already nearly filled with silver dollars and other coin. 

I would like to know also what storage capacity you have for silver bars 
purchased under the new act provided I should fill the large vault with silver 
dollars in addition to these already there under seal. 

Respectfully yours, 

E.O. Leech 

Director of the Mint. 



